When the data from each of Paul's backgrounds is assembled, conclusions may then be made regarding the infl uence of particular thought worlds upon Paul's writing.
The following article will crystallize the infl uence of Paul's Jewish background in 1 Corinthians. It will consider agreed upon Jewish infl uence within 1 Corinthians in the form of citations and allusions. 4 There are eighteen such examples within 1 Corinthians that have been identifi ed in major studies on Paul's use of Scripture. 5 Commentaries as well as studies that examine First Corinthians exegetically or in relation to the Greco-Roman background generally agree on the presence of these Jewish references. After each reference is identifi ed, the article will then explore how that Jewish infl uence extends within the text that surrounds the citation or allusion.
Isaiah 29:14 in 1 Corinthians 1:19
From the beginning of 1 Corinthians, Jewish elements can be found within Paul's instruction. After addressing the divisions within the church in 1 Cor 1:10-18, Paul inserts the fi rst clearly Jewish idea within the letter, the quotation of Isa 29:14 in 1 Cor 1:19. It reads, "For it is written, 'I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart. ' " 6 While its presence is plain, there is uncertainty concerning the extent of its infl uence. Some believe that Paul uses this as a scriptural proof to sustain his argument. 7 Another asserts that Paul rips the quotation
